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No Tools Needed: 
Real Simple Furniture

Just as everything can be upgraded, 
most things can be simplified. For 
consumers who struggle with regular 
ready to assemble furniture and it’s 
complicated instructions, Real Simple 
Furniture will come as a welcome re-
lief. Real Simple Furniture lives up 
to its name: their flat-pack furniture 
can be assembled and disassembled 
with absolutely no tools, other than 
a pair of hands. The pieces simply 
click together using lips and grooves.

Besides offering super fast and easy 
assembly and disassembly, the com-
pany also stands out by making all of 
its pieces from real wood, not particle 
board, and manufacturing everything in 
the United States. RSF’s simple and con-
temporary designs – chairs, couches, 
shelving, storage, tables and desks – are 
currently only sold through their website. 

Source: www.realsimplefurniture.com
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Freebie of the Week: FREE SHIPPING
Many merchants offer free shipping if you spend a certain 
amount. (Some of our favorites: Amazon.com for orders 
over $25, eBags.com on orders over $50 and Sephora.
com on orders over $75.)

But a few sites offer this freebie no matter how much you spend. These 
include Alyssagiftbaskets.com (special-occasion gifts), Bellacor.com (lighting 
and home furnishings), Bluenile.com (jewelry), Shopbop.com (clothes) and 
Zappos.com (shoes).

http: www.kiplinger.com

Fast Fact:
2007 Holiday 
Shopping
Though shoppers still plan to spend 
more on the holidays this year than last, 
consumers say their spending will be a 
bit restrained this holiday season. 

According to NRF’s 2007 Holiday Con-
sumer Intentions and Actions Survey, 
U.S. consumers plan to spend an aver-
age of $816.69 on holiday-related shop-
ping. In addition, these shoppers will 
spend an additional $106.67 on special 
“non-gift” purchases by taking advan-
tage of special promotions and dis-
counts to treat themselves. This brings 
total planned holiday-related spending 
to an average of $923.36.

Source: www.nrf.com

Giving Green Idea: Eco Starter Kits for the Home
Most of us realize there are changes we should make in our lives and in our homes 
to become more environmentally friendly, but overcoming inertia and actually 
doing it can be another matter. Now, a few different companies offer starter kits to 
help make those changes happen at home. So if you’re still looking for last minute 
gift ideas, here are a few to consider for giving green this holiday season.

Greensender, which just launched in October, sells green gift boxes designed to 
help people start embracing simple green practices. Each Greensender box con-
tains a reusable aluminium water bottle, a reusable organic cotton grocery bag, an 
energy-efficient compact fluorescent light (CFL) bulb and an organic cotton T-shirt-
all selected for their easy integration into people’s everyday lives, Greensender 
says. Prices are $49.99 for the Big Greensender Box or $39.99 for a version with-
out the T-shirt; individual items are available separately as well. Logo-emblazoned 
versions can also be purchased for corporate or event 
purposes, and New Jersey-based Greensender donates 
at least one percent of its sales to 1% For The Planet.

GoGreenGift, meanwhile, packs a reusable bag with a CFL bulb; a low-flow show-
er head; organic fruit leather, coffee and tea; assorted herbal body care products; 
and its GoGreen EcoGuide. The kits are available in original and deluxe versions 
for $45 and $63, respectively.

Virginia-based Green-kits, which launched earlier this year, offers a variety of eco 
kits including basic and deluxe starter kits along with packages focused on clean-
ing, the kitchen, and baby care. Prices begin at $10.

A full 87 percent of Americans are “seriously concerned” about the environment, 
according to the 2007 GfK Roper Green Gauge study, yet only 30 percent of the 
population is actively ‘green’.

Source: www.greensender.com, www.gogreengift.com, www.green-kits.com 


